The Heister mouth gag or 'speculum oris'.
The Heister mouth gag is attributed to Lorenz Heister, an eighteenth century German surgeon. There is no evidence that Heister designed the mouth gag, the earliest known illustration of which is in the 1719 edition of Heister's Chirurgie. In the first half of the twentieth century, the Heister gag was widely available for use during anaesthesia. It is now rarely used by anaesthestists, but occasionally used by surgeons during oral surgery.